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Awatif Lakhdar

Partner

Me Awalif Lakhdar is part of the Family Law department which comprises personal law and estate law. Admitted to the
Bar in 2002 her principal area of practice ahs been family law and private internationa law.

Me Lakhdar has developed an expertise in extrateritoria disputes involving a foreign element. Moreover she i reqularly
consulted by her colleagues regarding complex cases regarding the treatment of the concept of the Islamic dowry as
pertains o a divorce in Quebec, grition of a divorce rendered abroad in Muslim law, the legal
consideration of the concept of international public order, the reciprocal execution of foreign judgements in Canada,
particularly pertaining to countries from the Middle East international ls pendens and the increased nterjurisdictional
remeies, assisted procreation and gestational contracts, international adoption and the application of the Hague
Convention of October 25, 1980 on international child abduction

Over the course of the past few years, Me Lakhdar has been invited to speak on various topics regarding human rights,
family law and inheritances. She has participated in several confe  has even created many o
lawyers, notaries, accountants, and tax specialists as well as financial institutions and organizations.

In collaboration with committees headed by the Consulate General of the Kingdom of Morocco in Montreal, she has
sponsored several legal events aimed at the Maghreb community.

Me Lakhdar is also an accredited family mediator, as well as a civl, commercial and Small Claims Court mediator. Over
the years, Me Lakhdar has expanded her practic to “alterative dispute resolution” methods which includes mediation, and

she has thus developed skills specific to this process to provide her clients with the most comprehensive principles.

She s fluent in French, English, and Arabic.

Representative mandates
Represents cliensin provincial, national, and interational cases, in particular in divorces, legal separations, child custody,
establishment of spousal support (alimony), and application of matrimonial regimes;

57 5t mandte 0 eprsentclies ol adcioncses s caursy of i st gty e
Hague Convention. She has also acted s legal advisor in mters rlating o the identifiation of malrimonialregimes in
certain Muslim countris;

S oty mandt s rscorsal n vros s et 0 he Getrmiation of mamonia rgies of
immigrantsfrom Muslim counties, herefore according to tandardized foreign components

S s deveionua in citizenship and Therefore, in the context of divorce, nullty of
marriage and foreign judgement recognition mandates she offers cliens indispensable advice regarding the potential impact

in Canada or on the Spx P i provisional and federal immigration

authorities.

Professional and community activities
Member of the selection committee for candidates for th office of judge of the Court of Québec
Member of the Canada Bar Association;
Professor at Bar School in the area of family law;
Member of the Forum of Female Lawyers of the Canadian Bar Association, Quebec Division;
Member of Committee of Family Law of the Quebec Bar Association

] omber ofthe Exutin Commice f e Wil Extes and TrussSecto o e Condlon Br Asolton - Qs

Division;
J sociionof Family Law Lawyers i Quebes
Govemor of the Foundation of the Qusbec Bar Association
Association of Family Law Lawyers of Quebec
Chambre de commence et industrie Al Maghreb au Canada

| Ve it e Loga Diy Courel Sevies (LOCS)

Lectures
o e domiages s pour ik cougae o allénation pareralec mtes il Noverir 2022

‘L'Etat du droit au Québec et au Canada 30 ans apreés Tremblay c. Daigne”, 2020

"L'ABC de Ia pratique en droit de Ia famille", 2019 to 2022

i Od en sont nos November 2018 and February 2019
de fait, 2 15", November 2018
défis, Notarial Development Course - 90th session

“Pharmaciens-propriétires en 2016 : soyez & 'affit des meilleures pratiques pour a gestion de votre patrimoine’

egard sur L'enrichissement ijustifé entre conjoints de fait, formation donnée aux avocats", October 28th , November 6t
2015, February 121h 2016, February 23th et 26th 2016

“Collogue Liquidation de successions en 2016", 3e edition - Editions Yvon Blais

e with Desarin in 2006 “Succession e testaments  unsiv des el de ase”

JJ Forem des avocats mrocin esidnt & rangeren 2016 recours erriictonels”, (Maroc-Quebec)
g famille - Dés ", Editions Yvon
Blais

“Lenrichissement sans cause: O en sont nos tribunau en 2015
2015

i the framework of the Barreau de La Malbie in June

[ B 015 en croit de fa famille - ttendar ", Editions Yvon
Blais

"Successions et testaments : un survol des régles de base",lecture at the caisse Desjardins, March 2015

Validity and Weight Granted by Other Jurisdictions to Quebec Mariage Contracts — lecture at Banque Royale du Canade,
June 2015

Publications

hronique - Linstitution de Ia kafala au coeur du systeme juri

", Repéres, April 2023

‘Quelle st la nature et a portée de I'obligation d"assistance du juge face & une personne qui se repreésente seule?”, 2023

J Commenson the decson “Pereaut . Beadon  Linscrpion n fu consie-ele e vhicule roccural apropre
pour corriger un testament et ce, dans le but de refléter Ia volonts du testateur 7", 2022

] Comevent o the oclon “Drl e fnill - 22562, Qe dhede n our supdrieur uand s paronssnt o sacord
relativement & la vaccination de leur enfant contre la COVID-19 7°, 2022

ot o the eciion "D e faille - 2217 - L eus 'u ex-4po 'aconder o divoroerlien son e
épouse, selon I de 'lslam, est un fait générateur personnelle et ainsi

donc, constitue une faute donnant droit aux dommages qui en résultent”, 2022

a itispendance international et e droit de la famille ot en sont nous tribunaux en 20107 (International I pendens and
family law : where are our Courts in 20207, 2020 (n progress)

hevauchement des notions due droit islamigue et des dispositions du C.c.Q. au sien du divorce au Québec" (Overlapping of
notions of Islamic law and the provisions of the C.C.Q. regarding divorce in Quebec), 2020 (in progress)

‘Le divorce au Québec assort d"un palement d'un dot selon les prescriptions de Fislam” (Divorce in Quebec with the

payment of a dowry according to the prescriptions of Islam), 2020 (in progress)

‘omment la notion de Iordre public international est inerprétée par nos tribunaux dans le cadre de la demande de.
reconnaissance d'un jugement étranger” (How the notion of inernational public order s interpreted by our Courts in the
context of the request for recognition of a foreign judgement), 2020 (in progress)

J Comerent ot ecion ... Lirt abligation d mopens v do wrifr I capacécvendour it calle
de vérifier le jugement de divorce et son contenu * (N.C. v. Lirette — The notary’s obligations to verify the sellers capacity.
includes verifying the divorce judgement and it contents)

J s onthe i vt . Hirrs i S sy - Ll 64 G2 I hocaton ol ol ks
Tl divorce des legs faits au conjoints” (Goulet v. Heirs of Suzanne Guay — Article 764 C.C.Q. and the automatic révocation
after divorce of the legacies made to the spouse

ot o the deciion "Catriégré d e e serviss s e I Monérgie - Canr . VA, La ron de
dangerosité d'une personne en matiére de garde en éablissement & I'ére de la COVID-19 (Centre intégré de sants et de
services sociaux de la Montéregie - Centre v. V.A. - The notion of a person's dangeroursness in terms of custody in an
institution n the era of COVID-19), 2020

Comments o the decision Trachy c. BMO Nesbitt Burns inc., 2019 QCCS 213 - Les dispositions testamentaires ont-elles

priorité sur le prévu ala Loi sur les aureglement sur les
régimes complémentaires de retraite? (Trachy v. BMO Nesbitt Burns inc., 2010 QCCS 213 - Do testamentary dispositions
take priority over the devolution forin Pension Plans Act and the Suppl Pension

Plans Regulations?), 2019

J ommens onthe deision L. ffcir e apulic e oG 4 oiconsrpion foncirsde ook, 2019
QCCS 365 : La Cour supéieure se penche pour lapremier fois sur I question de la confidentialit en matire familiale
dans un context de recours hypothécaire.”(L.R. c. Officier e la publicité des doits e la circonscription foncére de
Sherbrocke, 2019 QCCS 365 - The Superor Court is examining for the first time th issue of confidentiality i family

matters in a context of mortgage recourse), 2019

édactrice d'un ouvrage doctrinal portant sur le droit nternational prive, en voie de publiation en 201912020 (Witer of a
doctrinal work on private international law, being published in 2019/2020)

 Commen o the decion "Dl e famile - 17225 - La it 1 iduci familale oposé au réacir i



https://www.lavery.ca/upload/pdf/Institution_de_la_kafala_au_coeur_du_systeme_juridique_quebecois.pdf

dans e cadre de la détermination de ses obligations alimentaires : quoi de neuf en 2017 (Droit de la famille - 172259 -
“The limit of the family trust opposed to the support creditor in the context of determining his support obligations : What's
new n 20172, 2017

‘Comments on th decision "Droit de Ia famille ~ 171644 - Quel es l statut juridique de la filation post-martem? : La Cour
appe tranche pour la premiére fois” (Droit de la famille ~ 171644 — What s the legal tatus of  post-mrte flition >
“The Court of Appeal decides for the frst time), 2017

o o the decion “Dr o faill - Ia Cour d'appel de
filiation lorsque la possession d'état semble étre simultanée ou successive?” (Droit de a famille — 181478 — Wha does the
(Court of Appeal teach us in the event of a confictof filation when the possession of salus seems (o be simultaneous or
successive?), 2018

e onthe dession S (R) . R.(P). 4 . Dr de il - 161738 - Lispendance iemationleen
matiére familiale et Ia contitutionnalité de Varticle 3167 C.C.Q. : ot en sont nos tribunaux en 20167 (S.R.) v. R.(P.), Droit
e a famille ~ 161738 ~ International I pendens in family mattes and the constitutionality of article 3167 C.C.Q. : Where
are our Courts in 20167), 2016

J ¥oiion un tme  Poblgaton il oarrele el e o rionc 0o D de
famille - 15161) (The imposition of  term on the fundamental social obligation : new trend (with reference to the Droit de
lafamille - 15161 decision)), 2015

GO n matire o prcréstionasisée: it efan o rtrs public contrscuel g prine? (e éérence
& la décision Droit de a famille - 151172 -)" (Controversy in maters of assisted reproduction : the best interests of the

ehild or contractual public order, which takes precedence? (with reference to Droit de la famille - 151172 decision)), 2015

n présence d'une convention de gestation contractée en vertu de Farticle 541 C.c.Q., Pinobservation de la condition de la
bonne foi peut-elle faire échec au processus dadoption au détriment de Iintérét de I'enfant né apres la conclusion de cette
", (In the presence of a pregnancy agreement contracted under

convention? (en référence 4 1a décision Adoption — 1549 )
Aticle 541.C.C.Q., can falure to observe the conditon of good aih rusrate the adoption process (0 the detriment of the

inteests of the child bor after the conclusion of the agreement (with reference to Adoption - 1549 decision), 2016

 Cour d"appel tranche : dans un contexte oi la bonne foi régne, le fait qu'une mére porteuse e déclare pas sa filiation
maternelle au Directeur de I'éta civi ne constitue i une « fraude & Ia loi » i une « démarche illégale et contraire a Fordre
public. (en référence  Ia décision Adoption — 161)", The Court of Appeal decides : in a context where good faith reigns, the
fact that a surrogate mother does not declare her maternal affiliation of the Registrar of Civil Status does not constitue.

“fraud” nor

llegal” or “contrary” to public order (with reference to the Adoption ~ 161 decision), 2016

‘Aprés Paffaire Lolac. Eri
entre conjoints de fat et o en sont fes tribunaux en 20167", (Aftr the case of Lolav. Eric, where are the trends in case law
regarding unjust enrichment between de facto spouses and where are the courts in 20162), 2016

quelles sont les tendances t

[ 2o e crolt e o el ot ' ek un e e o s s
judiciaires et Iautre assure la protection & la v privée et  Ia confidentialité des débats judiciaires en matiére familal
(Two principles of law relating to fundamental rights clash, one of which milittes in favour of the publicity o the court

the other of the privacy and the court proceedings in family matters)

2016

J st ' et le sort e la résidence tout ce que vous devez
savoir et maitriser en tant que praticen.", (The survival of the maintenance obligation and the fate of the family residence in

inheritance matters: everything you need to know and master as a lawyer)

a Cour supérieure se penche sur le degré d'interprétation de la notion de vie maritale : une approche souple, large et
libérale adaptée au réalités de 201! (en référence a Iaffaire Comité de retaite du régime de retraite du personnel de
PUniversité Laval c. Marois)", (The Superior Court is examining the degree of interpretation of the concept of marital life
aflexible, broad and liberal approach adapted o the realites of 2016 ! (in reference to the case of Comité de retraite du

régime de retraite du personnel de I"Université Laval c. Marois)), 2016

“Droit dela famill - 161738, 2016 QCCS 3357 (CanLi) sur lalitispendance internationale en droit de la famille.
international is pendens in family law),

Distinctions

The Canadian Legal LEXPERT® Directory in the field of Family Law, 2022 and 2024

e Best Lawyers in Canada inthe field of Family Law, since 2020

Litigaor of the Year, Canadian Law Awirds,since 2020.

Best Lawyers in Canada in Family Law, n 2021

Winner of the AJBM Gala « Les leaders de demain ». in th category JBM Lavwyer o the Year - Family Law, in 2011
One o the thee finaliss at the Gala Trophées Femmes arabes du Québec, 2011

Winner of an award from the Chambre de commerce et d'industrie Al Maghreb au Canada for services rendered (0 the
development of economic relations between Canada and Morocc, in 2016

Best Laiéts

2024

Education

L5 Universit o Quétec & Mantal, 2001

Specialities
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