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This year’s World IP Day is upon us, with the theme “IP and Youth: Innovating for a Better Future”.
In honor of this theme (and at the risk of making our adult readers feel a bit less accomplished), we
thought it would be appropriate to highlight some of these wonderful inventions of young, innovative
minds.

US 8,371,246: Device for drying pets 

In 2011, 9-year-old Marissa Streng invented a device to more effectively dry her pet dog Mojo after
his baths. The product is now apparently sold under the brand Puff-N-Fluff.

US 7,726,080: Under-floor storage
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At the age of 14, Rebecca Hyndman patented an under-floor storage system intended for use in
locations where tile floors are normally used, such as in kitchens and in bathrooms. As a result of
this achievement, she was given the honor of introducing President Obama at the Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Technology, immediately prior to his signing the America Invents Act
into law.

US 6,029,874: Article carrying device for attachment to a bicycle for carrying baseball bats, gloves
and other sports equipment or objects
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Biking to baseball practice can be quite the challenge when one has to carry both a bat and a glove
simultaneously. From this problem sprang the “Glove and Battie Caddie”, invented by Austin Meggitt
at the age of eleven. The Glove and Battie Caddie holds a baseball, bat, and glove on the front of a
bike.

US 7,374,228: Toy vehicle adapted for medical use

 

At the age of 8, young Spencer Whale invented a toy vehicle adapted for transporting a child and
their required medical equipment. According to the patent, the toy allows children who are hooked
up to medical equipment to move more freely around a hospital, with the intention of making their
stay more enjoyable.

US 5,231,733: Aid for grasping round knobs

 

One of the youngest people to obtain a patent was Sydney Dittman of Houston, Texas. In 1992,
when Sydney was only 2 years old, she invented a tool out of parts of her toys in order to open
kitchen drawers that her parents had told her to stay out of. Upon noticing that the device would be
great for handicapped people to use, her father started the patenting process, and the resulting
patent issued when Sydney was only 4 years old.

Please join us to celebrate youth innovation on this World IP Day!
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